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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize data compression 
at a high compression rate while suppressing reduction 
in the processing speed by avoiding a problem that a 
data amount of data subjected to compression 
processing is increased more than original image data 
because of a pattern having many change points. 
SOLUTION: In this reader, image data read by ah image 
read section 301 and A/D-converted are given to an 
image area separate section 302, in which character 
data and a pattern area in the image data are 
discriminated and the result is given to an image memory 
303. In this case, the image area separate section 302 
gives discrimination information of the character area 
and the pattern area discriminated before as line 
information to a control section 305. A compression 
control section 306 receives image data of the character 
area or the pattern area from the image memory 303 
based on the information in the unit of blocks and 
compresses the character area but does not compress 
the pattern area. 
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